PHILOSOPHY AND PRACTICALITY
facts, away from the philosophical line I had laid down, as if he had never written a book on logic.
"To come to particulars: From the time I was fourteen years old I had to be self-supporting. My parents were poor. I wished to study. But at the same time I had to earn my bread. That is how it had to be. This resulted in a certain economic independence and with that a certain steadfastness of character, or educational development along a definite line: observation, the habit of being attentive and on the alert, a certain shrewdness. Very early in life I came to realise the value of Jesus' saying about combining the serpent with the dove. That means Humanity, but in a practical and effective way. And I found pleasure in studying. At the opening of his treatise on anthropology, Aristotle states that all men naturally strive after knowledge. Even today it gives me pleasure to discover something new, in addition to what I have already learned. Always to be adding something fresh, in whatever sphere or direction, it is all the same to me; because the urge towards experience and discovery has been very strong with me, although not an end in itself."